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Credit Hour Explanation
 

 
Program Learning Goals
 
Note: these are required for all undergraduate degree programs and majors now, and will be required for all graduate and professional degree programs in
2012. Nonetheless, all programs are encouraged to complete these now.
 

 
Assessment
 
Assessment plan includes student learning goals, how those goals are evaluated, and how the information collected is used to improve student learning. An
assessment plan is required for undergraduate majors and degrees. Graduate and professional degree programs are encouraged to complete this now, but will
not be required to do so until 2012.

Is this a degree program (undergraduate, graduate, or professional) or major proposal? Yes

Does the degree program or major have an assessment plan on file with the university Office of Academic Affairs? Yes
 
Summarize how the program's current quarter-based assessment practices will be modified, if necessary, to fit the semester calendar. 
With the creation of a new capstone course (AAAS 4788), we will collect the research-based papers from all majors and use them as part of the assessment
plan.  These research papers will replace assessment portfolios and will supplement course evaluations, SEIs, exit interviews, and biennial curriculum and
syllabi reviews as usable metrics for the annual major program assessment.

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
African-American and African Studies

Last Updated: Williams,Valarie Lucille
04/21/2011

Fiscal Unit/Academic Org African-Amer & African Studies - D0502

Administering College/Academic Group Humanities

Co-adminstering College/Academic Group

Semester Conversion Designation Re-envisioned with significant changes to program goals and/or curricular requirements (e.g.,
degree/major name changes, changes in program goals, changes in core requirements, structural
changes to tracks/options/courses)

Current Program/Plan Name African-American and African Studies

Proposed Program/Plan Name African-American and African Studies

Program/Plan Code Abbreviation AFAMAST-BA

Current Degree Title Bachelor of Arts

Program credit hour requirements A) Number of credit hours
in current program (Quarter

credit hours)

B) Calculated result for
2/3rds of current (Semester

credit hours)

C) Number of credit hours
required for proposed

program (Semester credit
hours)

D) Change in credit hours

Total minimum credit hours required for
completion of program 55 36.7 36 0.7

Required credit hours
offered by the unit Minimum 55 36.7 36 0.7

Maximum 55 36.7 36 0.7

Required credit hours
offered outside of the unit Minimum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Maximum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Required prerequisite credit
hours not included above Minimum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Maximum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Program Learning Goals Students demonstrate an understanding of the cultural, socio-political, and historical formations, connections,

conditions, and transformations evident throughout the African World.

•

Students identify, critique, and appreciate the intersections between race, class, gender, ethnicity, and sexuality from

the historical and existential perspectives of African and African-descended peoples.

•

Students implement interdisciplinary research methods and methodological perspectives applicable to advanced

study, community development, and public service.

•
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Program Specializations/Sub-Plans
 
If you do not specify a program specialization/sub-plan it will be assumed you are submitting this program for all program specializations/sub-plans.

 
Pre-Major
 
Does this Program have a Pre-Major? No
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Attachments A and H.CL.AAAS.BA.doc: A and H CL

(Letter from the College to OAA. Owner: Williams,Valarie Lucille)

•

CCI Subcmte Chair Letter - AAAS BA.doc: CCI Subcommittee Chair Letter

(Other Supporting Documentation. Owner: Vankeerbergen,Bernadette Chantal)

•

AAAS UG Curriculum Map 4 20 11 UPL.pdf: Curriculum Map

(Curricular Map(s). Owner: Bogarty,Melinda Miracle)

•

AAAS Major UG Conversion Template Attachments UPL 4 20 11.pdf: Program Rationale and chair letter

(Program Rationale Statement. Owner: Bogarty,Melinda Miracle)

•

Comments

Workflow Information Status User(s) Date/Time Step
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April 18, 2011 
 
Professor Larry Krissek 
Chair, Arts and Sciences CCI 
Re: African-American and African Studies BA 
 
Dear Professor Krissek: 
 
The CCI’s Arts and Humanities 2 subcommittee met on April 6, 2011, and reviewed the semester 
conversion plans for the BA in African-American and African Studies submitted by the 
Department of African-American and African Studies.  This program has been re-envisioned, 
after a thorough review of comparable programs at peer institutions, but the total number of 
courses required is the same as in the quarter-based version.  The committee recommended some 
corrections and clarifications but found no substantive problems with the proposal and voted 
unanimously to send this program on to the full CCI for review, pending revision.  I have looked 
over the revised document and found a few points that may be in need of attention at the CCI 
level: 
 

• AAAS (575): History of South Africa should use the semester, rather than quarter, 
number, if available. 

• It is not clear to me why some courses are listed in parentheses, e.g., HIST (3080), HIST 
(3081), etc.  Either the reason for the parentheses should be made clear, or they should be 
removed. 

• On the semester advising sheet, the line for student address should probably be removed. 
• One of the core requirements listed on the semester advising sheet is “AAAS 3440 or 

4545,” but AAAS 4545 is missing from the list of semester courses in the department.  
• Curriculum map: 

o “COMPSTD 545” appears as a core course (and may be the course meant by 
AAAS 4545 in the previous bullet point), but this course is not in the list of 
courses in the department. 

o Course 4582 is missing in the “Representation and Performance” category, and 
4921 is missing in the “Social Issues …” category. 

o The committee recommended that, for courses in AAAS that are also cross-
listed, only the AAAS number should be used. 

o The committee also recommended removing the categories that are under the 
headings “General Education Courses,” “African Language Program Courses,” 
and “Outside Elective Courses.” 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Wm. Mitchell Masters 
A&H2 Subcommittee Chair 
Associate Professor of Biology 
 

Department of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology 
 

College of Biological Sciences 
318 West 12th Avenue 

Columbus, OH 43210-1293 
 

Phone (614) 292-8088 
Fax (614) 292-2030 

 
 

 



  
 
 
1 April 2011 
 
 
Lawrence Krissek, Professor of Earth Sciences 
Faculty Chair, Committee on Curriculum and Instruction 
College of the Arts and Sciences 
 
Dear Larry, 
 
We are submitting the semester version of the Department of African American and African 
Studies undergraduate BA in African American and African Studies.  The semester degree 
proposal was reviewed by me at various stages, and reviewed and approved by a subdivision of 
the Arts and Humanities Disciplinary Advisory Panel on Curriculum on March 4, 2011.   
 
Bachelor of Arts in African American and African Studies:  The BA in African American and 
African Studies was last revised by the department in January 2007.  The quarter-system degree 
required 55 hours in the major, and the semester-system degree will require 36 credit hours of 
major course work.  The department undertook a comprehensive study of undergraduate degrees 
at other institutions, and modeled a new curriculum, deleting its outdated three area studies, and 
creating four new cognate areas that reflect the transnational and interdisciplinaity that has 
become a hallmark of African American Studies and African Studies programs.  As well, the 
department included in its curricular map all of the courses offered from AAAS.  These indicate 
how the comprehensive offerings from the unit contribute to the philosophy of the overall 
learning goals and objectives.  Please note that the BA in AAAS has an assessment plan on file 
with OAA, confirmed October 15, 2010. 
 
We are sending the program forward for review and approval in the next stage of curricular 
review at the Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction.  The courses that are 
specific to the program are listed under AAAS in PACER, and have been advanced along with 
the program form.  All programs from AAAS have the approval of Arts and Humanities.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email me at 292-5727 or 
williams.1415@osu.edu.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of these proposals, 

 
Valarie Williams, Professor of Dance 
Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Arts and Humanities 
 
CC:  H. Ike Okafor-Newsum, Associate Professor and Chair, Department of AAAS 
Walter Rucker, Associate Professor and Calendar Conversion Contact, Department of AAAS 
Kenneth Goings, Professor and Calendar Conversion Contact, Department of AAAS 
Melinda Bogarty, Administrative Associate and Support for Calendar Conversion, Department of 
AAAS 
Mark Shanda, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Division of Arts and Humanities 

College of Arts and Sciences 
 

186 University Hall 
230 North Oval Mall 

Columbus, OH  43210 
 

Phone (614) 292-1667 
Fax (614) 292-8666 

Web artsandsciences.osu.edu  
 

http://artsandsciences.osu.edu/�
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